
 
 

April 22, 2020 

Dear Stanley Community, 

Following the governor’s communication about the next phase of the coronavirus response – the move to “Safer 
at Home” policies beginning April 27 – we are now able to provide clarification about the remainder of our 
school year. Per the statewide order, schools are to remain closed to on-campus activity through the spring, and 
we will continue our home learning program until the end of the school year. All events scheduled for May are 
also cancelled. We know many may be anxiously awaiting news about the status of Summer at Stanley. We will 
communicate any changes in our summer camp program just as soon as concrete public health guidance is 
available.  

At present, direction from state and public health officials makes it clear that a traditional graduation ceremony 
for our 8th graders will be highly unlikely at the end of May or early June. We are, however, committed to 
bringing the Class of 2020 together to celebrate their graduation from Stanley BPS whenever that may be 
possible, even if that means later in the summer or during the next school year. The connections our students, 
and their parents, have made over many years are a critical and lasting element of the Stanley experience. We 
will make sure to honor our graduates in the manner they deserve, virtually if necessary at the end of the year, 
and in person when it’s possible.. We will be collaborating with our 8th graders on this topic this Friday, and we 
will share more information as plans for graduation take shape. For our fifth and second graders, our plan is to 
hold continuations virtually by individual classroom at the end of May. Joanna and Stephanie will share more 
details in May. 

If your child has had medication at school, you will be contacted by Melissa Knott, our student health 
coordinator, and she will make individual arrangements with each family to return anything that was at school 
as of March 16. 

Any orders that remain in our Boonli system for the remainder of the school year will be fully credited for future 
use for auxiliary service (lunch, extended day and enrichment). If you would prefer a reimbursement instead, 
please contact the business office, kama.kreutzer@stanleybps.org 

We’ve received meaningful feedback about our home learning program through our surveys and direct 
communication from families. (The K-1-2 survey will be distributed later this week.) Input has been supportive 
overall of our efforts to balance live and online learning resources, and we have received insightful suggestions 
about how we can continue to evolve the home learning program at division levels. Division heads are 
collaborating with their teaching teams and we are making adjustments as appropriate. We will continue 
working to provide a program that meets the academic and social-emotional needs of our students. We also 
recognize our students and families are in different places with all that is unfolding, and we remain dedicated to 
working collaboratively to best meet the needs of each of our students. 

While our focus remains on our current home learning program, we are also beginning to think about the 
potential need for continuing home learning at periods in the future. While we hope that this will prove not to 
be the case, we are beginning a planning process and investigation of learning management systems and other 
online platforms that may permit a more cohesive and sustainable approach. Moving to such a K-8 platform will 
require changes to our technology infrastructure and to training for both students and teachers. Again, we hope 
it is not necessary, but our goal is to ensure that learning is uninterrupted in any scenario during the 2020-21 
school year. 
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We can’t predict at this point what social distancing mandates may still be in place for this summer or for the 
start of the next school year. We are, however, closely monitoring public health guidelines and will be making all 
decisions with a fundamental commitment to safeguarding the health and well-being of our community. 

Thank you for your support and encouragement as we continue to navigate this time together. 

Best, 
Tim 


